
The Book of Ruth

“Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God” (Ruth 1:16b)



Recap Ch 1

•Family flees from Bethlehem to Moab during 
famine

•Elimelech & sons Mahlon & Chilion die

•Naomi is left a widow with 2 daughters in law 
Ruth & Orpah

•Naomi returns to Bethlehem with Ruth

• (Orpah went back to her people)



Recap Ch 1

•Ruth made a commitment to Naomi

•And to the God of Israel

•She went with Naomi by faith

But Ruth replied, “Don’t ask me to leave you 
and turn back. Wherever you go, I will go; 

wherever you live, I will live. Your people will 
be my people, and your God will be my 

God.” 
(Ruth 1:16)



Recap Ch 2

•Ruth went out to glean

• In the field of Boaz

•Boaz showed great kindness to Ruth




Recap Ch 2

•Ruth went home with a huge amount

•Naomi was excited to hear about Boaz

•She knew he was one of their close 
relatives



Ruth Chapter 3
Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, should I not seek rest for you, that 

it may be well with you? (Ruth 3:1)

•Rest (security) = marriage

•Naomi was seeking rest for Ruth in the context of marriage

•The provision and protection of a husband in a permanent home



Kinsman Redeemer

5 “If brothers dwell together, and one of 
them dies and has no son, the widow of the 
dead man shall not be married to a stranger 

outside the family; her husband’s brother 
shall go in to her, take her as his wife, and 
perform the duty of a husband’s brother to 
her. 6 And it shall be that the firstborn son 

which she bears will succeed to the name of 
his dead brother, that his name may not be 

blotted out of Israel.  
(Deut 25:5-6)

25 ‘If one of your brethren becomes poor, 
and has sold some of his possession, and 
if his redeeming relative comes to redeem 
it, then he may redeem what his brother 

sold. 

(Lev 25:25)

Preserve Family Name Redeem lost Property



Family Line of Elimelech
Elimelech Naomi

Chilion MahlonOrpah Ruth



Names Blotted Out
Elimelech Naomi

Chilion MahlonOrpah 
(went back) Ruth

No one to carry on the 
family name



Elimelech’s Line Restored 
Elimelech Naomi

Chilion MahlonOrpah 
(went back) Ruth Boaz 

(Kinsman Redeemer)

male heir to 
be raised up

The family line can 
continue



“Tonight he will be winnowing barley at the threshing floor.” 
Ruth 3:2



“Tonight he will be winnowing barley at the threshing floor.” 
Ruth 3:2



Ruth at the Threshing Floor
3 Therefore wash yourself and anoint yourself, put on your best garment and go 

down to the threshing floor; but do not make yourself known to the man until he 
has finished eating and drinking. 4 Then it shall be, when he lies down, that you shall 
notice the place where he lies; and you shall go in, uncover his feet, and lie down; 

and he will tell you what you should do.” 
(Ruth 3:3-4) 

•Ruth prepared herself as a bride to be

•She lay at Boaz feet - taking the position of a servant



8 Now it happened at midnight that the man was startled, and turned himself; and 
there, a woman was lying at his feet. 9 And he said, “Who are you?” 

So she answered, “I am Ruth, your maidservant. Take your maidservant under your 
wing, for you are a close relative.” 

(Ruth 3:8-9)

•Boaz is awakened in the night and finds a woman is laying at his feet!

•Doesn’t recognise her at first - it was dark - Ruth looked different

•2 words for “Maidservant”

•Ruth 2:13 - Shiphar = a slave girl belonging to the lowest social class

•Ruth 3:9 - Amah = a slave woman who was eligible to marry



9(b) Take your maidservant under your wing, for you are a close relative.” 
(Ruth 3:9) NKJV

•And when I passed by again, I saw that you were old enough for love. So I 
wrapped my cloak around you to cover your nakedness and declared my 
marriage vows. I made a covenant with you, says the Sovereign LORD, and 
you became mine. (Ezekiel 16:8)


•The LORD repay your work, and a full reward be given you by the LORD God 
of Israel, under whose wings you have come for refuge.” (Ruth 2:12)

9(b) “Spread the corner of your covering over me, for you are my family redeemer.” 
(Ruth 3:9) NLT



10 Then he said, “Blessed are you of the Lord, my daughter! For you have shown 
more kindness at the end than at the beginning, in that you did not go after young 
men, whether poor or rich. 11 And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you all 

that you request, for all the people of my town know that you are a virtuous woman. 
(Ruth 3:10-11)

•Ruth’s first kindness - leaving her homeland to care for Naomi

•Ruth’s kindness at the end - choosing to marry Boaz who was much older in 
order that he could redeem that which Naomi had lost

•Ruth was about putting other people first



The Book of Ruth

“Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God” (Ruth 1:16b)


